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Our students are avid readers inside and outside the classroom.  They continue to appreciate and, consciously and effectively, utilise the skills of the authors they read in their own 
writing.  They are increasing their understanding of the power of language and are able to demonstrate this growing awareness in formal writing, learning how to express themselves 
across a range of mediums and for a variety of purposes, descriptive, narrative and transactional. They are developing into discerning, perceptive and analytical readers, who can 
independently and enthusiastically access multiple layers of meaning in increasingly complex texts.  They are confident verbal communicators, able to listen keenly and respond 
constructively to the views of others.  They are developing a fuller understanding of the over-arching role of English as more than just an academic subject, but as a means to interact 
with ideas and values. In doing so, our students are more confident, empathetic and culturally aware. Throughout the year they will have a weekly Reading for Pleasure lesson each 
week.      

 

 
Exam Information 

(Y10-11) 

Board: AQA 

Qualification: GCSE 

Website link to 
specification/resources: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english 

 

Autumn 1   Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1  Summer 2 

War Poetry Creative Writing Shakespeare  
Romeo and Juliet 

Gothic 
Extracts from a variety of 
Gothic Literature: 

Viewpoints and Opinions Dystopian Literature 

• Know and understand the 
constructs of poetry. 

• Know and understand how 
personal experience 
influenced writing. 

• Know and identify poetry 
devices. 

• Know and understand how to 
read and annotate a poem in 
response to a question, 
zooming in on key language, 
structure and form. 

• Empathise with speakers in 
poems through own creative 
writing. 

• Exploring the techniques used 
in the best creative writing in 
both narrative and 
descriptions.  Exploring how 
writers create convincing and 
compelling voices.  Having the 
opportunity to emulate best 
practice and experiment with 
own ideas.  

• Improving planning, crafting 
and editing skills. 

• Considering families, conflict, 
love, conventions of a 
Shakespeare play. 

• Developing a personal 
response, analysing 
characters.  

• Considering the questions 
raised by the text, e.g. were 
Romeo and Juliet too hasty?  
Friar Lawrence to blame for 
their deaths? 

• Students will be taught how 
to write a thesis statement 
and structure an answer. 

• Terror vs horror to impact the 
reader 

• Isolated, remote and bleak 
settings/use of colour 

• A focus on the evil held within 
man and what we hide from 
those around us 

• Supernatural entities 
• Rational protagonist who 

doesn’t believe in the 
supernatural 

• Presence of evil/religious 
imagery 

• Inhuman or monstrous 
antagonist 

• Use of tension and suspense 
to create fear 

• Reading and analysing the use 
of rhetoric through a range of 
speeches. 

• Planning and writing a 
convincing speech using a 
range of rhetorical devices. 

• Learning how to deliver a 
speech effectively to an 
audience. 

• Learning how to engage an 
audience. 

• Learning how to respond to 
an audience effectively and 
efficiently. 

• Students will study the 
features of Dystopian 
Literature through exploring 
extracts from texts such as 
The Hunger Games and 
Divergent in order to consider 
society’s problems and 
inequalities. These cautionary 
tales will give students an 
opportunity to examine their 
own actions in this world. 

Can do 1: I can annotate and write 
about an unseen poem, showing a 
thoughtful evaluation of language, 
structure and form used to convey 
a message. 
Can do 2: I can analyse the effects 
of techniques and vocabulary used 
in a poem. 

Can do 1: I can match my writing to 
purpose (Descriptive piece) 
Can do 2: I can use a range of 
techniques and vocabulary 
(Narrative) 
Can do 3: I can ensure that my SPaG 
is accurate in my book work and 
assessments.   

Can do 1: I can analyse an extract 
from Romeo and Juliet. 
Can do 2: I can analyse a character. 
Can do 3: I can ensure that my SPaG 
is accurate in my book work and 
assessments.  . 

Can do 1: I can match my writing to 
purpose and style. 
Can do 2: I can analyse an extract 
from Gothic literature. 
Can do 3: I can ensure that my SPaG 
is accurate in my book work and 
assessments.   

Can do 1: I can analyse a speech 
Can do 2: I can construct a 
persuasive speech. 
Can do 3: I can ensure that my SPaG 
is accurate in my book work and 
assessments.   

Can do 1: I can analysing a 
Dystopian extract. 
Can do 2: I can write my own 
Dystopian style story. 
Can do 3: I can ensure that my SPaG 
is accurate in my book work and 
assessments.   

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english


Can do 3: I can ensure that my SPaG 
is accurate in my book work and 
assessments.   

 


