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Our students are keen readers who can identify, appreciate and emulate the written skills of authors they read to produce effective and deliberate effects in their own written work. 
They are continuing to develop their knowledge of vocabulary and have a grasp of the power of language and structure, which they are able to demonstrate through their analytical 
writing. They are building on their ability to perceive and unpick multiple layers of meaning in a variety of complex texts, including fiction, non-fiction and poetry. They continue to hone 
their skills in speaking and debate, and are keen to share ideas, concepts, opinions, thoughts and feelings, whilst being able to constructively critique the writing of authors, poets and 
their peers. Ultimately, they are emerging as pupils who can grasp the intricacies of language and appreciate the power of English in order to interact with the ideas, values and 
concepts of the world around them. 

 

 
Exam Information 

(Y10-11) 

Board: AQA 

Qualification: GCSE 

Website link to 
specification/resources: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english 

 

Autumn 1   Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1  Summer 2 
What is Rhetoric and Non-
Fiction? 
Plus Reading for Pleasure 

The Lord of the Flies 
Plus Reading for Pleasure 

Shakespeare 
The Tempest 
Plus Reading for Pleasure 

Victorian Literature – selection of 
fiction and non-fiction writing 
Plus Reading for Pleasure 

World Poetry 
Plus Reading for Pleasure 

Creative Writing – focus on 
poetry 
Plus Reading for Pleasure 

• Understand the origins of 
rhetoric, persuasive writing 
and speech.  

• Read and analyse the use of 
rhetoric through different 
non-fiction writing. 

• Know and use a range of 
rhetorical devices in writing. 

• Recognise and understand the 
purpose, audience and form 
of language needed in 
different contexts. 

• Understand Golding’s 
background, historical 
context and his message. 

• Understand and track 
characters and themes. 

• Identify and comment on 
the symbolism in the novel. 

• Read and annotate extracts 
from the novel. 

• Review what, how, why 
paragraphs, embedded 
quotations, linking to 
context where relevant. 

• Recap and solidify Y7 
knowledge. 

• Track and analyse character 
development. 

• Read and understand the 
power of Shakespeare’s 
dramatic verse to create a 
meaningful plot which 
delivers messages and morals 
to society. 

• Identify and evaluate key 
themes. 

• Know and identify a range of 
literary devices. 

• Evaluate Victorian context 
through fiction and non-fiction 
and compare to current times. 

• Read and evaluate language, 
structure and themes. 

• Empathise with characters and 
situations from Victorian times 
through writing. 

• Opportunities for narrative 
writing, revising:- plot, structure, 
setting, character, description, 
dialogue 

• History of poetry/poet’s 
experience 

• Nuance 
• Metre/Rhythm / Rhyme 

schemes 
• Form and function 
• Voice 
• Comparing like and unlike 

poems 

• Understand and use the 
writing process (planning, 
drafting and editing). 

• Understand how to use poetry 
techniques in own writing. 

• Understand how to self and 
peer edit effectively. 

Can do 1: I can write a speech to 
express a viewpoint.  
Can do 2: I can deliver a speech to 
engage and hook the audience and 
express my view. 
Can do 3: I can ensure that my SPaG 
is accurate in my book work and 
assessments.   

Can do 1: I can explain implicit 
ideas and analyse the writer’s 
message. 
Can do 2: I can track and analyse 
the development of a character. 
 Can do 3: I can ensure that my 
SPaG is accurate in my book 
work and assessments 

Can do 1: I can explain implicit 
ideas and analyse the writer’s 
message. 
Can do 2: I can track and analyse 
the development of a character. 
 Can do 3: I can ensure that my 
SPaG is accurate in my book work 
and assessments. 

Can do 1: I can write a convincing and 
compelling narrative. 
Can do 2: I can track and analyse the 
development of a character. 
 Can do 3: I can ensure that my SPaG is 
accurate in my book work and 
assessments 

Can do 1: I can analyse a poem. 
Can do 2: I can explore the writer’s 
message within a poem. 
 Can do 3: I can ensure that my 
SPaG is accurate in my book work 
and assessments. 

Can do 1: I can write a poem using 
poetic techniques to enhance 
meaning. 
Can do 2: I can appreciate and offer 
constructive criticism. 
 Can do 3: I can ensure that my 
SPaG is accurate in my book work 
and assessments 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english

