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Our students love reading and playing with words.  They have begun to appreciate and emulate the skills of the authors they read to produce deliberate effects in their own written 
work.  They are developing an understanding of the power of language and are able to demonstrate this growing awareness in formal writing.  They are becoming perceptive and 
critical readers, "blue-sky thinkers" in their interpretations, and are able to access different layers of meaning in increasingly complex texts.  They are confident verbal communicators 
who enjoy contributing positively to discussion, listening intently and responding constructively to the views of others.  They are developing a greater understanding of the over-arching 
role of English as more than just an academic subject, but as a means to interact with the ideas and values of human experience. 

 

 
Exam Information 

(Y10-11) 

Board: AQA 

Qualification: GCSE 

Website link to 
specification/resources: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english 

 

Autumn 1   Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1  Summer 2 

Where Does Literature 
Come From? 
Plus Reading for Pleasure 
 

Modern Novel: A Monster 
Calls 
Plus Reading for Pleasure 

Shakespeare 
A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream  
Plus Reading for Pleasure 

Poetry: the Romantic poets 
Plus Reading for Pleasure 

What is Narrative?  
Plus Reading for Pleasure 

The Short Story – writing 
unit 
Plus Reading for Pleasure 

• Knowledge and understanding 
of the origins of literature, 
myths, legends and Bible 
stories that influence future 
works. 

• Know how to annotate a text. 
• Know how to write a clear 

what, how, why paragraph 
with a clear topic sentence. 

• Know and understand the 
plot, characters and themes. 

• Identify and interpret explicit 
and implicit information and 
ideas. 

• Explain, comment on and 
analyse how writers use 
language and structure to 
achieve effects and influence 
readers, using relevant 
subject terminology. 

• Know how to write a clear 
what, how, why paragraph 
with a clear topic sentence 
and embed quotations. 

• Understand facts about 
Shakespeare and his times. 

• Understand context relevant 
to the play. 

• Understand conventions of 
Shakespeare’s comedy. 

• Understand and empathise 
with the plot and characters. 

• Know and understand some 
context and themes of the 
Romantic poets and the social 
and historical background 
motivating their writing. 

• Appreciate that the emotions 
and life experiences the 
Romantics wrote about are 
relevant today. 

• Develop a personal response 
to poetry as well as writing 
their own. 

• Know and understand the 
conventions of the short story 
and associated subject 
terminology. 

• Understand how short stories 
are structured, including 
engaging openings and 
endings 

• Understand how short stories 
are structured, including 
engaging openings and 
endings. 

• Understand and use the 
writing process (planning, 
drafting and editing). 

• Understand how to self and 
peer edit effectively. 

Can do 1: I can make inferences. 
How are allusions presented in an 
extract? 
Can do 2: I can explain how context 
and text are connected. Explaining 
the impact of Biblical stories  on 
modern day text 
Can do 3: I can ensure that my SPaG 
is accurate in my book work and 
assessments.   

Can do 1: I can explain the effect of 
language and structural techniques 
of an extract. 
Can do 2: I can make explicit and 
implicit inferences when analysing a 
character. 
Can do 3: I can ensure that my SPaG 
is accurate in my book work and 
assessments.   

Can do 1: I can make explicit and 
implicit inferences when analysing a 
character. 
Can do 2: I can explore the 
language used in a key 
theme/speech. 
Can do 3: I can ensure that my SPaG 
is accurate in my book work and 
assessments.   

Can do 1: I can make inferences 
when analysing a poem. 
Can do 2: I can analyse a key theme 
from an unseen poem 
Can do 3: I can ensure that my SPaG 
is accurate in my book work and 
assessments.   

Can do 1: I can match my writing to 
the purpose of the task, describing 
a setting/character. 
Can do 2: I can use a range of 
techniques when planning and 
writing a short story.  
Can do 3: I can ensure that most of 
my SPaG is accurate in my book 
work and assessments.   

Can do 1: I can match my writing to 
the purpose of the task, describing 
a setting/character. 
Can do 2: I can use a range of 
techniques when planning and 
writing a short story.  
Can do 3: I can ensure that most of 
my SPaG is accurate in my book 
work and assessments.   

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english

