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SOCIOLOGY 

INTENT  

Students will develop an understanding of sociological knowledge and how these ideas inform their understanding of the social world. They will be able to debate key sociological 
perspectives and draw connections between these perspectives. They will be able to link the topics we study to develop their view points of the world and their social interactions, 
explaining how this links to social structures, social processes and social issues. 

 

 
Exam Information 

(Y10-11) 

Board: AQA 

Qualification: Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Sociology 

Website link to 
specification/resources: 

AQA | GCSE | Sociology | Specification at a glance 

 

Autumn 1   Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1  Summer 2 

Education  
 

Family  
Revision – MOCK EXAMS  

Family  Exam Revision  Exam Revision  GCSE Exams 

Different views of the role and 
functions of education. 
The functionalist perspective of 
Durkheim on education as the 
transmission of norms and values 
Parsons views on achieved status and 
the operation of schools on 
meritocratic principles. 
Different views of the 
correspondence principle 
The relationship between education 
and capitalism as developed from a 
Marxist perspective by Bowles and 
Gintis. 
Factors affecting educational 
achievement. 
identify, describe and explain various 
factors affecting educational 
achievement including class, gender 
and ethnicity 
The work of Halsey on class-based 
inequalities 
The work of Ball on parental choice 
and competition between schools. 
identify, describe and explain various 
processes within schools affecting 
educational achievement including, 
streaming, setting, mixed ability 
teaching, labelling and the self-
fulfilling prophecy 
Understand the work of Ball on 
teacher expectations  

Differing views of the function of the 
family 
Parsons functionalist perspective on 
primary socialisation and the 
stabilisation of adult personalities. 
Family forms  
Rapoports on family diversity 
Views on conjugal roles 
Feminist perspective of Ann Oakley 
and the conventional family 
Changing relationships within families 
How families have changed over 
time. 
The symmetrical family  
Stratified diffusion as developed by 
Willmott and Young. 
Criticisms of the family 
Zaretsky and the Marxist perspective 
on the family 
Feminist perspective – Delphy and 
Leonard’s critique. 
Changes to the pattern of divorce in 
Britain since 1945 
Consequences of divorce 
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Revision is tailored to individual 
students and groups. Plan changes 
yearly and is planned by looking at 
gaps in knowledge and understanding 
of pupils. 
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https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/specification-at-a-glance


Understand the work of Willis on the 
creation of counter school cultures. 

Can do statement 3 (M) 7-9 : 
#identify and describe a variety of 
different types of school including 
primary and secondary, state and 
private  
Can do statement 2 (S) 4- 6: 
#identify, describe and explain the 
functions of education including 
serving the needs of the economy, 
facilitating social mobility and 
fostering social cohesion. 
Can do statement 1 (D) 1-3: 
 describe, compare and contrast a 
variety of sociological perspectives on 
Education  (functionalist, feminist and 
Marxist) 
 

 

Can do statement 3 (M) 7-9 :  
identify, describe how relationships 
within families have changed over 
time  
Can do statement 2 (S) 4- 6:  
Students should be able to identify, 
describe and explain various family 
forms  
identify, describe and explain the 
functions of families 
Can do statement 1 (D) 1-3: 
 describe, compare and contrast a 
variety of sociological perspectives on 
changing relationships within families  
describe, compare and contrast a 
variety of sociological perspectives on 
the functions of families 
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