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Design & Technology– Curriculum vision and Intent   
 

Our curriculum plans on giving students the knowledge and ability to move through the design and making world confidently. At the end of their time at Magna Carta, the students will be able to use the tools and machines safely. The students will 
understand the properties of a range of materials and how they work and go together. DT is an integral part of the world around us and so the students will understand how the subject relates to everyday life and real world applications. As the main 
aim of DT is to create products which answer a brief. The students will be able to design and make something with an end user in mind. Each year of DT is another stepping stone to the next year of learning and beyond.  
 
Our hope is that students will take our subject at A-Level and beyond or use the skills developed to complete apprenticeships in a related field. DT is a subject where the skills developed can impact on our everyday lives. At the very least, our hope for 
this subject is that whatever age the students complete our subject up to, they are able to troubleshoot practical problems at home and be able to fix/build/create things themselves.  
 

 

 

 OUR Y11 
INTENT 

  
Year 11 is about cementing the knowledge learned in years 7 – 10 and putting it into practice. Students have learned how to research the needs and wants of a user, respond to a brief, design to a specification, develop those 
designs taking tonto account client feedback, create a final product and then evaluate the product based on client feedback and against the specification. The students will do this via their NEA. The students will also be 
improving on their knowledge base refining what they have learned from topics covered in previous years as well as learning new information which will put them in good stead for their future endeavours. The students will 
gain confidence and resilience in their knowledge base which will help them achieve what they wish from the subject.  
 

 

 

 OUR Y10 
INTENT 

 
By the end of year 10, students will be confident in their knowledge enough to complete their NEA, Design and make task independently. This year the students will build on knowledge taught in previous years to be 
confident in themselves and in their deep rooted knowledge ready for their future learning and progress. By the end of year 10, the students will have developed their problem solving skills and be able to confidently create 
a design and product based on user wants and needs. Students in year 10 will also be able to identify their weaknesses within the design and make process. In preparation for year 11, students will also complete a practice 
NEA to further identify where their areas of high ability and areas for development lie in readiness for year 11 and also beyond.  
 

 

 

 OUR Y9 
INTENT 

 
We aim for all year 9’s that they are able to leave at the end with practical skills to aid them in their future practical lives. Year 9’s will have a strong grasp of basic tools and materials which are commonly found around the 
home. These skills will put those who are opting to take GCSE as an option as a good grounding for further education. Some students will go on to complete DT at GCSE level. 

 

 

 OUR Y8 
INTENT 

 

 
Throughout year 8, students will develop their knowledge of working to a brief, designing a product based on a user’s needs and wants, creating a product based on a specification and using machines and tools confidently 
and safely. Workshop safety is integral to learning and by drawing on hat is learned in year 7, students will be able to move around the room in a safe and confident manner.  
 
 
 

 

 

 OUR Y7 
INTENT 

 
 
In year 7, students are taught first and foremost that safety is the most important thing in the DT workshop, whether in the RM rooms or the textiles room. By the end of the rotations, students should be able to negotiate 
their way around the tools and equipment taught in a safe and calm manner and understand when it is appropriate to ask for help. They will also learn how to respond to a design brief and how to create a specification.  
 
 
 

 


